Appendix F

Policy regarding weddings

Welcome: Your wedding is a time of joy and celebration for you and your families and also for we who share in the faith community of Whitmore Park United Church. We want to try to make your special day a happy, memorable one for both of you and your own spiritual life. 

You are encouraged to read through this pamphlet and the policies it contains. You are also encouraged to see the facilities at Whitmore Park United Church.

Christian marriage: Marriage is a legal contract between a man and a woman and is licenced and registered by the provincial authorities. Christian marriage is a legal contract and it is more. The 30th General council (1984) of The United Church of Canada adopted the following (among other) affirmations about marriage:

· We affirm that marriage is a gift of God through which Christians make a covenant with one another and with God.

· We affirm that in Christian marriage a man and a woman give themselves to each other in the full intention of a lifelong commitment.

· We affirm that this unity is a creation of God and is greater than the two individuals.

The marriage ceremony is conducted in the context of the worship of God as we know God in Jesus Christ. The couple and their families and friends meet to ask God to be with them and bless them, to listen for the word of God and to pray together. Also, because Christian marriage means that both partners intend their marriage to be lifelong, a vow such as “as long as we both shall live” is always included in the ceremony.

Same-gender marriage services (weddings) may take place at Whitmore Park United Church and that all requirements of the Wedding Policy apply to such ceremonies.

Remarriage following divorce: In marriage, as in all of life, sometimes we fail to live up to our best intentions. Maybe you have been married before and your marriage ended in divorce. A marriage after divorce can also be a celebration of Christian marriage. Our minister will discuss this further with you.

Formal marriage preparation: Planning for your marriage is even more important that planning for the wedding day. An approved marriage preparation program is a requirement for weddings through Whitmore Park United Church. 

Use of the church building: The use of the church, the date and the hour of the rehearsal and ceremony must be arranged with the minister, and, although our church office co-ordinator will advise you on the availability of the church for the wedding date you have in mind, a visit with our minister is necessary before the date is finalized. Phone the church office to arrange an appointment to discuss your plans. Other than exceptional circumstances, it is expected that couples will give sufficient notice to the minister so that an initial meeting with the minister can take place and that arrangements can be made for the couple to take a marriage preparation program, all well in advance of the ceremony.

Please note the minister of Whitmore Park United Church does not ordinarily conduct wedding services “off-site”. If you are considering a wedding in a different location, you must clarify this with the minister early on in your conversations with Whitmore Park United Church.

Marriage licence: A marriage licence is required for weddings within the Province of Saskatchewan. Licences may be purchased at City Hall or from any jeweller authorized to issue marriage licences. The licence must be issued no later than 24 hours in advance of the wedding. Since the licence is valid for 90 days after it is issued, it is wise to get yours early. Present the licence to the church office at least during the week preceding the wedding, as information from the licence needs to be transferred to other documents we prepare. For further information, phone the Marriage Inquiry Unit of the Saskatchewan Department of Justice at (306)-787-4132.

Music at the service: If music is desired at your wedding, the minister needs to approve any requests for music. Because the ceremony is a service of worship, some pieces of music that are not appropriate at the service might be played or sung at the reception instead, but our minister and organist have the final say in the service music used. If you wish to have a vocalist or vocalists sing during the wedding, all songs should be Christian songs or hymns, with words from the Bible or Christian poetry. Once the service is concluded however, and the photos are being taken, the options for music to accompany the signing of documents and departure of the wedding party are broader.

Who presides: Ordinarily the minister of Whitmore Park United Church conducts any weddings in the Whitmore Park United Church. However, there may be circumstances where you have a special relationship with another minister and you may wish him/her to take part in your wedding. Our minister will be happy to discuss it with you.

Physical setting: The banners and other artwork in the sanctuary space vary according to the season of the church year. Normally, they are not removed for a wedding service.

Flowers and other decorations: Flowers are not necessary, but if you do wish to have flowers, please make your own arrangements. If you would like to leave your flowers to be in the church service on Sunday morning, the congregation would be happy to share in you wedding this way, and we will be pleased to put a notice in the Sunday bulletin reading that the flowers have been a gift from you. We could also mention that they are in memory of someone who you might choose to memorialize this way. Following the service, the flowers are distributed to shut-ins or patients in hospitals or nursing homes.

You may prefer to lend the floral arrangement for use in Sunday service and then pick them up later. This is certainly acceptable.

There is a wedding banner (colour: dusty rose and silver) that will ordinarily be hung on the east side of the area where the wedding service is held.

If you wish to have pew decorations, they are not to be attached with tape or pins, but tied with string or ribbon.

Candles: If you choose to use candles within the service, you should provide your own candles and candlesticks. A church supply store, such as Burns-Hanley (2727 13th Ave.) can provide dripless candles. The candles and candlesticks that sit on the communion table are normally not available for weddings.

Confetti: The use of confetti, rice or other such materials in the church or anywhere on the church grounds is prohibited.

Photos: Anyone may take photos as the wedding party is entering the sanctuary, during the signing of the documents and as the wedding party leaves the church; however, during the service itself, only your official designated photographer may take the pictures, provide that he/she remains behind the back row of the pews in the sanctuary, and that only available light is used (not flash photos). If you wish to have posed pictures taken, such as the saying of vows or giving of rings, the minister would be happy to re-create that scene for photographs; however, this should happen within the half-hour of the completion of the service. Please see that your photographer is aware of these regulations.

Bulletins/program: If you wish, you can provide a printed bulletin order of service to be handed out to guests, as they arrive. This could include the words of a psalm or prayer that you might want the congregation to say during the service, as well as a list of the wedding party. You are responsible for purchasing, printing and duplicating them, but our minister has several samples for you to consider and will be happy to assist you in the bulletin design and content.

Videotaping: You may arrange for the wedding service to be videotaped. There are some restrictions as to where the camera can be set up and it is advisable for the operator to be present at the rehearsal to check locations, etc. Please let the minister know of your intentions.

Legal requirements: Please be advised of the following regulation from Section 57 of  The Marriage Act of the Province of Saskatchewan. “No … clergyman (sic) … knowing of having reason to believe that the judgement of either of the parties to the intended marriage is impaired by the use of alcohol or drugs, shall … solemize a marriage between those persons.” Both official witnesses to the marriage must be 18 years or older (if your Best Man or Maid of Honour is under age 18, someone else would have to sign the official documents). 

Fee schedule: Available at the church office. Please note that all fees and honoraria need to be at the church office 10 days prior to the wedding service.

NOTE: It is not necessary to invite the minister to your reception and other responsibilities may prevent the minister from attending. In any event, if you do wish to have the minister present at your reception, please issue an invitation well in advance of the wedding date.
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This policy was adopted by the Central Board Executive of Whitmore Park United Church on Sept. 19, 1989. Revised Oct. 17, 1989. Revised Nov. 17, 1992. Revised Nov. 18, 1997.

