Appendix G

Policy on the use of cameras and video cameras during worship service

Preamble:

Our prime response as a people of faith is the worship of God, as we know God in Jesus Christ. In our creed, after confessing our belief and trust in God, we next declare: “We are called to be the church: to celebrate God’s presence …” Therefore, the central focus of our worship is God.

To the best of our ability as worship planners, leaders and participants, we endeavour to provide an atmosphere where people may worship; therefore, the needs of the community of faith to experience the mystery of God’s grace in the worship life of the congregation take precedence over the wants of individuals of families who might like a pictorial memento.

The use of cameras can be very intrusive on such an atmosphere. Because current technology allows video cameras to operate virtually silently, their use is potentially less intrusive then still cameras.

Cameras

1. No photos are to be taken at any time during a service of worship.

2. On special occasions (baptism or confirmations services; participation of the cherub choir, etc.), opportunities will be offered for posed pictures after the service.

Video Cameras

Videotaping of worship services or portions of worship services will be permitted under the following conditions:

1. Prior approval needs to be obtained through the church office at least a week before the service.

2. No floodlights are to be used.

3. A maximum of two cameras will be allowed, which must be stationary at all times and mounted on tripods.

4. Areas where the camera(s) may be placed are restricted and the individual(s) requesting videotaping must clear with the minister the placing of the camera(s) in the week prior to the service.

5. Anyone requesting the taping of a service or portion of service must be willing to allow copies to be made from the original for others so desiring them.

6. Hand-held video cameras are not to be used at any time during worship.

Policy adopted by the Central Board Executive of Whitmore Park United Church on Nov. 20, 1990.

