Appendix M
Policy and Guidelines for Sponsorship for Christian Development Events
Whitmore Park United Church
Principles:

· The leadership and engagement of children, youth and adults in Christian Education and Development is foundational to the ongoing development of the congregation of Whitmore Park United Church (W.P.U.C).

· Children, youth and adults benefit from equitable opportunities to participate in Christian development/education events.

· Privacy and confidentiality of personal information must be maintained.

Policy:

Upon request, the Christian Development/Education Committee of W.P.U.C. (referred to as the Committee in the remainder of this document) may grant sponsorship to children, youth or adult laity to participate in Christian education/development events up to an amount not to exceed $250 per request.  Requests above $250.00 must be considered by the Central Board.

Criteria:

1. Eligible events include Christian development events, camps and retreats sponsored by United Church organizations and congregations and/or other events determined appropriate by the Committee.

2. Full or partial sponsorship may be provided if:

(a) the individual is attending as a representative of Whitmore Park United Church, who will share his/her learning and leadership with the congregation upon his/her return; or

(b) anindividual wishes to attend an event but the cost of the event may create undue hardship for his/her family.

Guidelines:

1.  A request for sponsorship may be initiated in two ways:

(a) by the individual or his/her family; or,

(b) as a referral by a member (or adherent) of the congregation or staff of W.P.U.C.

2. The request or referral may be made to any member of the Committee and should be accompanied by information about the program and costs for the event.

3. The Committee will consider the request/referral at a duly convened meeting (in person or by telephone) and make its decision based on:

(a) the criteria set out in this policy; 

(b) available budget; and,

(c) coherence with the strategic goals of the congregation and the Committee.

4. The Committee will communicate its decision in writing to the individual seeking sponsorship or, in the case of a referral, to the person providing the referral.

5. The Committee will initiate a payment to be made directly to the organization hosting the event.

6. Any personal or financial information shared with the Committee as part of the request will be kept strictly confidential.

7. The Committee will report the sponsorship decision to the Central Board of W.P.U.C.
This policy will be reviewed annually.
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