Our statement of purpose

OUR PURPOSE is to worship God, seeking to understand God’s word and will, accepting and returning the love God offers us.

OUR PURPOSE is to be a community of faith, Jesus’ apprentices, who through worship and prayer, patience and forgiveness, sensitivity and mutual support, teaching and learning, study of Bible and Creed will grow in love as individuals and as a company of God’s children.

OUR PURPOSE is to love our neighbours as ourselves, reaching beyond our congregation in ways which convey God’s love.

Congregation

Whitmore Park United Church, as a congregation (pastoral charge) of the United Church of Canada, is governed by the Doctrine, Constitution, and Government of the United Church. Said Doctrine, Constitution and Government are contained in the Manual of the United Church of Canada.

This Handbook supplements, but in no way supersedes the Manual.

(References in this Handbook are to the 2004 edition of the United Church Manual. Since the Manual is so often updated, references in this Handbook are to the Manual sections, not pages.)

Responsibilities:

1. Refer to the United Church Manual, Sections 5.1 - 5.13.

2. Refer to the United Church Manual, Sections 100 – 116   

Prologue

Worship is the centre of our life as a congregation.

To that end, the Sunday worship of word, sacrament, prayer and music is of first importance in the congregational life and all members are encouraged to attend regularly, so that they may “understand God’s Word and Will” and learn of God’s love.

The WORSHIP COMMITTEE, representing the Central Board, will be responsible, in consultation with the minister, for maintaining the formal worship program of the church.

Worship of God, the celebration of God’s presence, is also central to the life of all groups, committees and activities in the congregation. All should understand how they are an expression of the celebration of God’s presence with us. Meetings of the Central Board, its Executive and its committees normally begin with prayer.

It is through a constant sense of the reality of God’s presence that we can grow as a community of God’s people.

We are a community of God’s people.

We therefore try to find ways of moving beyond our individual interests to contribute to the well-being of a community which can care for its members, providing a loving, forgiving and nurturing environment in which to grow in wholeness and love.

Our Christian environment is the result of the attitudes of the members. We will actively seek to grow and mature as a company of God’s children so that increasingly our lives may reflect the example and teachings of Jesus. The programs of the church will both benefit from and contribute to our Christian growth. It is the responsibility of the members to maintain and evaluate the organizations and structures which have been established to insure the continuity of a vital Christian community at Whitmore Park United Church.

The physical environment, buildings, grounds and property are entrusted to the PROPERTY COMMITTEE so that the congregation may have an attractive and secure place to meet for its various activities.

The financial well-being of the church is the responsibility of all the members, all of whom should contribute a fair share toward the costs of maintaining the church. The stewardship of their contribution should be seen as an important aspect of their worship of God.

Responsibility for the use of church funds rests with the Central Board and its committees acting through the FINANCE COMMITTEE who shall be the body with the primary responsibility for disbursing funds. The STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE is responsible for the encouragement of stewardship and financial support.

Provided with the physical and financial means to continue its programs the congregation will be served by several other committees to help in fulfilling its purpose of growing as “a community of faith, Jesus’ apprentices.”

The CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE will give direction to the work of educating the members in the Christian faith through Sunday School, youth work and adult education activities.

The LADIES FELLOWSHIP will provide opportunities for the members of the church to grow as a community through social and service contacts.

The MEN’S CLUB will provide an opportunity for Christian fellowship for the men of the church.

The PASTORAL CARE AND MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE will maintain the membership roll and oversee the visiting programs of the congregation, so that the sense of friendship and mutual support may be a real part of the congregational life.

A NOMINATING COMMITTEE shall exist as a standing committee to provide a list of potential candidates for other committees as requested by Central Board.

An essential aspect of our community life as a congregation is the support, inspiration and dedication of our paid staff. It is their effort which maintains and gives continuity to the activities and programs within the church. Because of their central importance in the quality of our programs and in our growth to Christian maturity, it is essential that we take great care in selecting appropriate people and in supporting them in their work once they are a part of our community.

The relationship between congregation and staff in this case is that between Christian and Christian, which must express love, concern, forgiveness, respect, support, appreciation and acceptance as we strive together to be disciples of Jesus.

The MINISTRY AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE, acting on the authority of the Central Board, will provide a consultative and supportive agency for the staff, for the pastoral charge and for members and adherents of the congregation, who will find, from time to time, a need to make recommendations to the Central Board.

The OUTREACH COMMITTEE of the Central Board provides a means of letting members of the Whitmore Park United Church know of the needs beyond our congregation and of encouraging response to those needs. It is also the responsibility of this committee to assist the congregation to be justice-seeking in ways that are appropriate to our community.

Much of the learning and growth of the members of Whitmore Park United Church will take place in the Sunday worship, Sunday School and the midweek groups (like the Youth Group, the Ladies’ Fellowship, the Men’s Club, bible study groups, prayer and meditation groups, social gatherings, seniors groups and special events.) It is essential that we maintain as full a range of programs as possible to give Christian nourishment to all members and adherents of the church.

We must also reach beyond our congregation in ways which convey God’s Love. Our true worship of God is expressed in our concern for others, both within our congregation and through our outreach program.

Our contributions to the Mission and Service Fund of the United Church of Canada are the prime way we as the United Church have of reaching collectively into the rest of the world.

It is also our desire to reach out through the other non-profit groups in the community by providing the facilities of the congregation (i.e. AA groups).

We have a strong commitment to the wider faith community through participation in the structures of Wascana Presbytery, Saskatchewan Conference and the United Church of Canada. In addition, participation in the Whitmore Park Ministerial, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and various social and worship-related ecumenical gatherings.

Individually, members of the congregation assist in meeting the needs of others beyond our church either individually of through other organizations, and we are grateful for this vital expression of our congregation’s reaching beyond itself to convey God’s love in meeting the needs of others.

We are not alone. We live in God’s world.

It is essential in all we do as we seek to fulfil our purpose as a congregation to realize that “we are not alone.” It is for this reason that a true, spiritual worship of God must be the centre of all we do. We can live as a community of faith because we are united by God’s active love.

