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From the minister’s desk:


St. Paul, as he writes to the Thessalonians, says: “We give thanks to God always for you all, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”


	I call these words to mind as I think of the privilege I have had of spending the last year and a half with you as your supply minister. Whitmore is indeed a warm and caring community of faith. There are many who have laboured long within this church community in order to continue the witness to Christ in the larger community. And I sense a steadfastness of purpose and hope and we look to the future.


	I know there are times when some of the faithful feel tired and look for others to take over. But the cause is just and the work is worthwhile.


	By the time you receive this copy of “The Trumpeter” we will be well into Fall and looking forward to the Advent and Christmas season. Hopefully you have all had a summer that was re-creating as well as restful. So we have entered this new church season with hope, expectation and commitment. 


	As we celebrate Thanksgiving we remember the blessings we have received and the opportunities we have been given. In this wonderful land there is so much for which to be thankful. Truly we are richly blessed.


	In late October we will celebrate Stewardship Sunday as we begin our annual Stewardship campaign. You will, during the period following, be given the opportunity of renewing your financial support to Whitmore and to the wider work of the church through the Mission and Service fund. But, even more important, we need to remember that Stewardship is much more than money. It includes our attitude to life itself – our offering of ourselves for service. True Stewardship involves us being prepared to use our time and our talents in furthering God’s work.


	And then there is Advent and the Christmas event. Just take a moment to think of this. In love God came in Christ, leaving behind his heritage and entering this life, for us. We can only give thanks for this great gift. God has held back nothing from us. The Christmas season, although a busy time, is a time also to reflect and give thanks. It is a time to enjoy and find new hope for ourselves and for the world in which we live. 


	May the coming months be a time of joy for you. May you find hope and peace as we celebrate together God’s wonderful gift to all humankind.


God bless,


Alex. Taylor


	


From the Choir: 


	Under Patrick’s guidance, we are having a lot of fun at choir this year.  Come on out and join us on Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. and enjoy learning new and old hymns and just having a great time singing the Lord’s praises.  We are currently meeting up in the Board room as the Blue room is occupied by Election Canada.











Don’t forget the Roast Beef Supper at the church on October 29th.  Get your tickets from Fred Clarke.  586-5280.











Pastoral Care and Membership





It was a special day for us all on Sunday, September 25 when we celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism.


We welcome Wells William Kenny son of Amanda and Brooker Kenny &


Brynn Elizabeth-Ann White daughter of Twana and Brent White. It was great to have a large number of their family and friends attend this special service.


 


On October 16, we will be gathered again for the baptism of Clark Robert Eisler, brother of Owen and son of Kathleen and Robert Eisler.


 


Update on Neighbourhood Link Project:


 


This was a new project that was established in 2006 under the PC&M committee. It was the objective of this project to reach out to the members of our congregation with offerings of food and a visit during difficult times. (example: death in the immediate family, illnesses, accidents, etc.)


 


This project will discontinue only as a program under PC&M committee, but will continue very much as it always has in this church neighbourhood. That is one of the special things about our church.  We will continue as we have always done to remember those during difficult times. We are all like people in the small towns we come from. Visiting and remembering those in our Whitmore Park Church Community will continue as always!!


  Submitted by Loraine Lysak, Chair





Our sincere sympathy is extended to:


-Edna Lethbridge in the loss of her husband, Clare;


-Alex Guy in the loss of his wife, Donna;


-Grace Baldwin in the loss of her husband, Dale;


-Margaret Dereniwsky in the loss of her husband, John;














-Fred and Jean Clark in the loss of Jean’s sister;


-Clay and Joyce Doty in the loss of Joyce’s brother;


-Bob and Evelyn Gawley in the loss of Bob’s sister


-Marlene Davies in the loss of her brother.


They will be deeply missed.


 


Congratulations:


-to Johnny Davies on receiving his Canadian Citizenship.


-to Patrick Johnson on winning Best Entertainer at the Northern Lights Music Camp, in August at Ness Creek.  His song writing won 2nd prize.





 


Happy Birthday


-Ross Sargent on his 101st. birthday!!


New Home!!


Wishing Verna Betker every happiness in her new apartment.


 


Get Well Wishes


-to Lena Woolley and Clay Doty who are recovering from surgery.


- to Brian Stith who was in the hospital.


- Bernie Brandt recovering from a fall 


 


Happy Anniversary!!


- to Peter and Loraine Lysak (50 years)


- to Bob and Doreen Mitchell (54 years)


- to Leo and Mickey Hoffman (56 years)


- to Rod & Donna Hanson (57 years)


- to Fred & Jean Clarke (57 years)


- to John & Muriel Neff (65 years)





 Submitted by Anne Smith











Note from the editor:


If you have an email address and would like to receive your issue of The Trumpeter via email, please send your email address to me at �HYPERLINK "mailto:cdoty@gmail.com"�cdoty@gmail.com�.








						


																												





					


From the Worship Committee


Our congregation continues to provide Worship services at Parkside Nursing Home once a month.  In October we shared communion with the residents.  We invite anyone to attend and share the pleasure of working with seniors.  If you would like to help Pam Norman by taking a part in this monthly service please call her at 569-7648.


 


Upcoming Sundays


October


October 16-Regular service with Baptism, Bible School Presentation


October 23-Regular service


October 30-Stewardship service


 


November


November 6-Regular service


November 13-Remembrance service and Whisper Corner


November 20-Regular Service


November 27-1st Advent candle lit -- Long Term Planning meeting with all committee heads after church.


 


December


December 4- C.G.I.T. Vesper Service


December 11- Special Music


December 18-Christian Education Pageant


December 24-Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm. and 10:30 pm. (communion)


December 25 –Christmas Day Service at 10:30 am.








			














From Ladies Fellowship:


Jingle Bell Bazaar will be held on November 19th. Donations of baking, boutiques for the white elephant table and workers are required.


We will have a work bee on Wednesday morning, November 2nd to make turkey pies for the bazaar.  Bring your pastry and come for fun and fellowship – yes that means you.  Special invitations are not required.  We need 20 pounds of lard/pastry.








From Central Board:


There has been lot of activity at WPUC over the summer.


You may notice more traffic around the church as Elections Sask is renting space for a polling station until the end of November. Thanks to Pat Berry and Dwight for making their move into our space a smooth process. 


Our request for half-time time ministry was approved by Presbytery Executive late August and since then a Joint Search Committee has been formed to explore various avenues of filling this position. You will hear more from this committee in this issue. 


In the meantime we continue to be blessed with Rev. Alex Taylor’s spiritual and administrative leadership while we journey down our road of discovery as we explore what half-time ministry may look like for us. 


Thanks to the Worship Committee for arranging our shared summer services during August while Alex was on vacation. We also had lots of special musical guests.


The M&P Committee has been very busy having looked after office coverage since Anne’s retirement. Pat Berry covered the summer months and part of September. We welcome Joanne Rollins into the position. 


We look forward to our roast beef supper October 29 – plan on stopping by after the Rider game! Thanks to Fred Clark for looking after ticket sales.


Our Finance Committee has started work on the 2012 Budgets. Thanks to Bob Gawley for agreeing to head up the Stewardship drive this fall.


And one last word - be sure to check out our website at  http://wpuc.ca! Clay Doty has done much work to keep the site current and user friendly. 





Submitted by Orval Lewis and Barb Zalinko –Central Board co-chairs. 

















Community CoffeeHouse ~ September 21, 2011





This Community CoffeeHouse was our seventh! Building a community such as a Community CoffeeHouse, within the larger community of south Regina, takes a lot of work.


Thank you to all who came and to all who performed at the Community CoffeeHouse on September 21! 


There were a great number of people who performed many musical numbers with two new performers. 


Artist Christine Bristol and Donnett Elder displayed their paintings, and Rylan Grubb displayed his wood turned bowl and scroll saw wooden plaque.


Thank you to everyone who brought cookies, who helped in the kitchen and helped clean up. All is appreciated. 





Fresh �HYPERLINK "http://expressions.ca/" \t "_blank"�Expressions.ca�, a national effort identifying and recognizing the many different ways communities are being formed across the country are holding a Vision Day in Regina next February 25, 2012.  Patrick Johnson and Donnett Elder, Community CoffeeHouse Co-Chairs, have been invited to this day to share about the Community CoffeeHouses. 





Ministry & Personnel Committee 





The M & P Committee welcomes Joanne Rollins as our new Office Coordinator who began work October 3. We are happy to have her with us and I have spent this last week in orientation with her. Everyone will enjoy her, she is highly organized, friendly and capable! Welcome Joanne! 





Pat Berry worked as Replacement Secretary for us over the summer months for July, August and the first two weeks of September. Thank you very much Pat! All is very much appreciated.





Rev. Alex Taylor continues as our Minister, Dwight Weeres as our Caretaker, and Patrick Johnson as Music Director. We thank each of them for their faithful and joyful work with us. Our church services are a great joy and blessing with wonderful messages and joyful and creative music! Thank you to Alex and Patrick for this. And as you would know, we meet in a spotless church, the floors shine like glass. Thank you Dwight for making this so. 





The M & P Committee hosted our staff at our Staff Appreciation luncheon on behalf of our church.





The M & P Committee continues with its work and has been very busy over this last year. Much of our work and my work as Chair evolves around keeping in contact with M & P Committee members, other committees, the minister, Board Chair and Secretary, Treasurer, Finance Chair, Payroll person and Presbytery representative, Presbytery Pastoral Care Committee and often the United Church Conference Office. 


A good collaboration with all is very necessary to help us come up with good recommendations to go to the Board as we carry out our work. A good collaboration with all keeps the M & P Committee work right on track. The M & P Committee follows a yearly schedule that also follows our church's yearly schedule. All our work is the same each year with results and recommendations presented to the Board at their meetings. The M & P Committee and or Chair does not make decisions on their own, all is done in collaboration with all others mentioned.





As M & P work takes a lot of work, email certainly facilitates this work, however, contact by telephone is the best if one can find the person home. I appreciate all the wonders of email and use it frequently. With people working, traveling and away, emails allow good communication with each in their own time. Meetings are arranged with optional dates presented, meetings confirmed with emails, various details discussed, minutes reviewed, so technology is very much appreciated to allow M & P to carry out their duties in a timely and collaborative manner.  A Thank You to all who M & P have worked with in this fashion over the last years. The ease, timeliness and confidentiality are very much appreciated. I personally would not be able to do this work as Chair of M & P if it were not for technology. It would be extremely time consuming and actually even with technology is still very time consuming.





Submitted by Donnett Elder, Chair, Ministry & Personnel Committee





Joint Search Committee (JSC)





At the Congregational Meeting on Sunday May 29, 2011, the congregation approved the report of the Joint Needs Assessment Committee (JNAC).  Wascana Presbytery was asked to declare a half-time vacancy (20 hours per week) for call or appointment of an ordained, diaconal or designated lay minister and that has happened. 





A second motion expands the scope of the Search Committee.   It asks the committee to look at alternative ways of providing half time ministry such as purchasing services from another pastoral charge, or shared ministry and the congregation to understand there will be a need for flexibility to new opportunities.  





The following persons were appointed to the Joint Search Committee at a special Central Board meeting held on Sunday August 28, 2011: Jamie Ellis, Mildred Hoffmann, Bob Mitchell, Rod McLeod and Pam Norman.  Wascana Presbytery has named two representatives:  Barb Dornan and Randy Graham.  Barb Zalinko has since joined the committee.  





The committee has met on two occasions and begun its work. We have sent a letter to pastoral charges within Wascana Presbytery to see if there is interest in having discussion about ways we might work together.  As a committee we are starting to look at what a new ½ time Ministry position might look like for our congregation.  We need you, the congregation, to think about how you will support a new Ministry.    





Some of the discussion that happens at the committee meetings cannot be shared but we are committed to keeping the congregation informed as to our progress. You will hear from committee members as we report our progress through pulpit and bulletin announcements.  We are also available to talk with you if you have ideas or questions for us.  Our next meeting is scheduled for October 26 





Please keep our committee in your prayers as we undertake the work you have asked us to do.    





Christian Development/Education Committee





Sunday School  is underway, again and with 3 teachers (Chris Hrycenko, Alison Nagy and Edith Nagy).  We provide a varied one class experience, to the 4 students that we have registered so far.  Time is always a factor, but hitting on the fall/thanksgiving theme -- our front window says “Thanks be to God” and depicts some of the things that the students are thankful for.  





The Sunday School will once again be preparing dry soup mix in time for the Jingle Bell Bazaar, followed by pageant practices, which leads us into the new year.





Our  “Veggie Tales” V.B.S. was well attended each day by an average of 18 children aged 3-12, four of whom were from our congregation. Many thanks go out to Cassie Fowler who planned and led the games segment of V.B.S. and to Melissa Brandt, who became our indispensable help whenever and wherever needed. 





Chris Hrycenko participated in a Power Point in Worship workshop in June.  She received a disk with instructions and information, which has been placed in the Library.





The Whitmore Park United Church Youth Group is back in full swing for its third season.  Our first meeting was held on the first of October and was a great success as we welcomed new and returning members.  We played games, had snacks, and talked about how God is always there for us, even if we feel like no one is.  It is great to see and hear everyone’s contributions, ideas, and opinions as they continue to grow both physically and in faith.  The Youth Group is led by Alison Nagy and Meghan Brandt. We meet once a month as that is as much as two busy university students have time to organize.  We meet from 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and our dates for the rest of the season are: November 19th, December 17, January 28, March 10, March 31, and April 28.  





We are pleased to welcome our newest member to the Christian Development/Education Committee, Alison Nagy.


















































